St Anne’s Church, Canvey Island

The Revd Joseph Romanus Brown became Vicar of Canvey Island at the start of 1910. He had been Rector
of Foulness for the previous 8 years. He restored St Katherine’s Church and set about building a Mission
Church in the Leigh Beck district of the island.

The new Mission Church of St Katherine at Leigh Beck was dedicated on 5 th November 1910 by the first
Suffragan Bishop of Barking, Thomas Stevens. At that time Barking came under the Diocese of St Albans as
the Diocese of Chelmsford would not be created until 1914.

The land for the Mission Church was given by Arthur Mayhew Clark in memory of his parents William and
Jane Clark, farmers of Mucking Hall, Stanford Le-Hope.

St Anne’s Processional Cross
The Rev Brown wrote of the Church in 1911, “We now possess a permanent Church seating 125 persons,
beautifully furnished in every detail by the very generous gifts of friends and worshippers. Exclusive of the
gift of land and furnishments, the outlay has been £230.00* of which £17.00* remains a debt to be wiped out
in 1912.
The Coronation Memorial Brass, the Coronation Bell** and Turret are possessions of which our people
may well be proud... In conclusion, looking backward, there have been disappointments, hindrances, help
with-held, criticisms not always charitable; but was ever a good work undertaken without? Difficulties
bristle in the path many times over, but ‘His Grace has been sufficient’. Looking forward and upward, the

working motto for all must be ‘Do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, do it with all thy might’. Live and
labour as those ‘whose praise is not of men but of God’. Believe me, yours sincerely, Joseph R Brown.”
*About £16,000 and £1,200 respectively in 2019
** Given to commemorate the Coronation of King George V and Queen Mary in 1910. The inscription on
the bell reads, “Mears and Stainbank, George V & Mary Coronation, June 22 1911.”

It was not until the Vestry meeting on 2nd May 1912 that it was agreed to dedicate the new Church to St
Anne, the Grandmother of our Lord.

Memorial to William Budd the second Warden of St Anne’s, who died on 12 th April 1917.
Gwendoline Elizabeth Mary Evans was born in Worthing in 1889. She started working with the St Anne’s
Sunday School on 9th October 1916 and carried on this ministry until 1971. She took over playing the organ
at St Anne’s when Sid Page died in the 1930s. She was also the principal of Kingsley Hall School in Central
Wall Road which had been founded by her sister. Miss Gwen’s funeral was held on 25th March 1976. She
was 86. Money donated at the funeral in lieu of flowers was used to purchase a purple stole, burse and veil
for St Anne’s.

A fund to build St Anne’s Hall was begun in 1918. It was proposed to call it Victory Hall to mark the
forthcoming Victory at the end of the 1st World War.

Robert Monteith was killed 2 months before the end of the 1st World War. This plaque, designed by Sir
Charles Nicholson, was dedicated by the Archdeacon of Southend on Saturday 7 th October 1922.
In November 1925, the first annual dinner of the Anne’s Cricket Club was held in Cox’s Hall, Leigh Beck.
The vicar of Canvey Island, the Revd Edwin Green, presided. A bat, given by Mr E Pickering, was
presented by Mr Bensley to Mr J Knox for the best inclusive average of the last season.
The church was extended in 1926 and the hall was finally opened in 1930 by the Archdeacon, The
Venerable E N Gowing. The vestry was partitioned in 1939. Services in St Anne’s were conducted by the
Parish Curate, The Revd Prophet, who had been licensed on 10th January 1937.

The Revd J R H Prophet and his wife presented this cross to St Anne’s in memory of George Robert Gatland
who had died on 8th October 1937.
In 1935 Miss Allbutt raised sufficient money to purchase a new bell rope to mark the silver jubilee of King
George V & Queen Mary.
In 1954, the congregation of St Anne’s mission church was confident that six boys could be found to make
up a choir there.
In 1973 it was decided to rebuild St Anne’s Church /Hall and include a
four-bedroomed house for a Clergyman on the site.

The foundation stone was laid on Saturday 9 th June 1973 at 3pm. The Church was dedicated on 23 rd
November 1974 at 3pm.

In 1976, Ted Wells – brother of Dorothy Glennie, who had given £2,000 in 1960 to ensure the completion of
St Nicholas’ - left £1,000 in his will for St Anne’s.
In January 1978 Bessie S Bone relinquished her position as pianist at St Anne’s. Mrs Mary Causton
succeeded her. When Mary was no longer able to play, Joan Adams took over.
In 2007 an accessible ramp was added to the front entrance with the help of a sizable grant from the
Cleanaway Pitsea Marshes Trust.

In 2018, one of the 888,000 poppies was secured from the Tower of London display
marking the hundredth anniversary of the end of the 1st World War.

In November 2010 St Anne’s Church celebrated the hundredth anniversary of the opening of the original
building. Relatives of the Rev Joseph Romanus Brown, who caused the Mission Church to be built in 1910,
attended the celebrations.

St Anne’s Church on lockdown during the Covid-19 pandemic Eastertide 2020.

