St Nicholas’ Church Hall and Centre
In 1964 the Church Hall was built a few metres to the west of the Church and east of the vicarage. It had a
large stage and was used by all the church organisations and for parish events. It was designed by Mr. R.C.
Foyster and built by Mr. C.J. Hollingbery. This hall replaced the village hall that had stood opposite the old
St Katherine’s Church where Village Hall Close is now situated. The church entered into a friendly
agreement with Charles Hollingbery, whereby he was given the land on which the old hall had stood. On
this land he would build a close of houses, which he would sell at the current rate and give the profits to
the church to fund the building of the new hall.

In 1987 the hall roof was in need of some repair. The then Rector, the Rev. Canon Tim Stevens, took the
opportunity of joining the hall to the Church to create a centre which could be used by sundry Aid Agencies
and a wide cross section of the community. An appeal was launched, together with the County Council's
Social Services Department and the Children's Society as partners, for £280,000 and this, together with a
loan of £30,000 from the Castle Point District Council, enabled the St. Nicholas Centre to be constructed.

As the Potter family had contributed to the fund to build the centre, one of the rooms was named The
Alison Room after Alison Elizabeth Nichola Potter who was killed in a car crash at the age of 16 months in
August 1984.

Later the two adjacent rooms were named The Fleetwood Room after the Revd John Fleetwood, the Vicar
of Canvey Island when St Nicholas’ Church was built and The Stevens’ Room after the Revd Tim Stevens
who caused the centre to be built.
In 2004 a Sensory Room was created in the centre and opened on 25th September by Janet Williams on
behalf of her Father, Stan Rogers, who had died on 15th September in memory of her Mother Edna May
Rogers (29th July 1912 – 3 October 2001).

By 2005 the sheets of lexan polycarbonate in the main doors to the centre had become discoloured and
stained. They were all replaced with toughened glass in memory of Jason Adams who had died suddenly in
May 2004.
In 2007 the library and resource room was designed by Scott Powell and opened by Mrs Sheila Powell, the
Parish Administrator, on 30th September 2007. Scott died on 21st October 2014, aged 31.

In 2011 the hall windows were replaced with toughened, more weather-proof glass and a small porch
added to the doorway from the car park at a total cost of £6,000.00.

Over the next couple of years the toilets were upgraded and extended, the coffee bar expanded, a corridor
of storage rooms added and another meeting room created at a total cost of some £70,000.00. The cost
was somewhat defrayed by grants from the Community Initiative Fund and The Veolia Pitsea Marshes
Trust. The corridor was dedicated to the memory of Tony Peck who died 13 th December 2012 aged 81.
The meeting room was dedicated to the memory of Phyllis Owens who died 19th July 2013 aged 92.

In 2014 the ailing hall heating system was replaced. The cost was greatly defrayed by a contribution from
the bequest of Frank Page who had died 20th March 2013, aged 80.

In 2015 the hall ceiling and lighting was replaced at a cost of £9,000.00 and the external west door
replaced at a cost of £1,600.00

In 2016 the Parish office window was enlarged and moved to a more welcoming position, the coffee bar
entrance remodelled, entrance mats replaced, a new carpet laid and a mural painted by Sue Pattle.

The garden outside the centre was planted by Terry Thake in memory of his Mother-in-Law, Ellen Key, who
had died on 22nd July 2015.

In 2018 an accessible ramp was placed outside the western end of the Tony Peck corridor.

In 2019 the accessible toilet was upgraded and the Upper Room and stair carpet replaced thanks to a
bequest in the will of Eileen Brown who died 1st September 2018, aged 87.

In 2019 one of the Poppies marking the centenary of the end of the 1 st World War was secured by Linda
Carlane, framed and placed in the coffee bar.

In 2019 the room which had been used by the Youth Project for 30 years before they moved to larger
premises was refurbished to be used for the care and advice of those living with dementia. The room was
renamed Jen’s Room in honour of the Rev Jen Barham, an Associate Priest of the Parish who died 25th July
2018 at the age of 75.

In April 2021 the three doors leading to the church foyer and coffee bar were replaced thanks to a bequest
in the will of Ted Smith who died in October 2018. The doors were designed by Andy Thoupos, a Parish
Warden, and fashioned by Best Doors Joinery Ltd of Southend.

